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SOLOMON ISLANDS
Luxury Expedition Cruising
Zeppelin Travel Special Group Departure
with Expert Historian Tour Escort
24 Days • Departs 11 October 2022

MILITARY HISTORY OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Papua New Guinea is Australia’s nearest neighbour, and Australia has had
to fight for it in two world wars. Australia seized the former German New
Guinea in September 1918, landing near Rabaul, and going on to occupy the
whole colony. Those Australians who fell are buried In the beautiful Bitapaka
War Cemetery. In January 1942 the Japanese landed at Rabaul, and after
defeating the Australian Garrison, advanced to Lae and Buna. Some of
their barges remain hidden in tunnels in the harbour area. From Rabaul
they tried to reach Port Moresby overland by way of the famous Kokoda
Track, and by sea with a landing in Milne Bay. Both attacks were defeated.
At the same time the Japanese landed in the Solomon Islands. From
there they were eventually expelled by the Americans, with the help of
Australian Coastwatchers. After the recapture of Lae in 1943, the Australian
Army advanced on Madang directly up the Markham Valley and across the
Finisterre Range, and simultaneously round the coast to Finschhafen and
on to Saidor. A radar station was set up on the Tami Islands to give early
warning of Japanese air attacks.

This exciting tropical expedition on board Le Soléal takes us through some
of the most fascinating natural beauty and cultures of Melanesia and the
wonders of Papua New Guinea.
Starting in Cairns, we sail up to Alotau in Papua New Guinea’s Milne Bay
Province, and learn about the historical significance of the area with the
WWII memorial as well as Japanese and American battlegrounds, and
stories of pearlers, miners and missionaries.
The two volcanically active islands of Ferguson and Dobu are next on our
itinerary. Join our expedition team on a walk to the DeiDei geothermal hot
springs through spectacular forests..
In Kitava, in the Trobriand Islands, we will be welcomed by spectacular
cultural performances and traditional ceremonies. Learn about the
traditional trading system of the island of Kiriwana, ‘Kula’, as well as the local
village life.
In the Solomon Islands, Ghizo (where JF Kennedy’s PT boat was sunk in
WW2) and Njari Islands are where we will meet some of the most skilled
carvers in the world, enjoy world-class snorkelling and diving, and visit the
local traditional markets.
In Roderick Bay experience white sand beaches and tringing coral reefs
before reaching the Malatai Province known for the local unique traditions
and social aspects of live.
A visit to Honiara, the capital of the Solomon Islands, is next, before sailing
for to the region of Bougainville, a unique group of islands.
The port town of Rabaul is famous for its spectacular volcanic setting. From
there, we will set off to observe Mount Tavurvur, the region’s most active
volcano.
Our call at pictureque Tufi, will undoubtedly be one of the highlights of
our voyage. In this unique setting the local Papuan tribes will share their
customs, beliefs and artwork with us.
After a last call in Samarai Island, our trip aboard Le Soléal will end in Cairns.

Expedition
Highlights
• Swim and snorkel in the clear warm tropical waters of the Solomon Sea.
• Enjoy a guided walk through the diverse landscapes of Fergusson Island and view the DeiDei Hot Springs.
• Visit the Trobriand islands, made famous as the ‘Islands of love’.
• Snorkel on the wreck of the World Discoverer in Roderick Bay.
• Uncover Papua New Guinea’s Role during World War II.
• Gain an insight into the history, culture, and incredible diversity of life from your expert expedition team.
• The Solomon Islands, secret destination in the South Pacific and a real tropical Eden
• Sail into the scenic volcanic landscapes of Simpson Harbour and discover Rabaul, Papua New Guinea’s
‘Volcano Town’.
• From Tufi, journey on an outrigger canoe into the ancient Fiords of Cape Nelson.
• Visit the remote Tami islands.
• Discover traditional ceremonies of the Asaro Mudmen of the Madang region.
• Possibility of diving (PADI Advanced Open Water Diver or equivalent) with an experienced instructor
on board and of snorkelling with your expedition team.

YOUR LUXURY EXPEDITION FARE INCLUDES:
• Luxury accommodation (98% with private balcony), Hermès bathroom amenities and
free on demand movies.
• Gourmet meals on board including freshly baked pastries for the early risers, breakfast,
morning tea, lunch and dinner.
• Hand-crafted afternoon teas including signature experiences.
• Captain’s cocktail welcome reception and farewell gala dinner.
• Open bar including free flowing Charles Heidsieck Champagne, wine, beer, spirits and
non-alcoholic beverages.
• Complimentary in-room mini bar restocked daily.
• Small group Zodiac® excursions and landings with Expedition Guides.
• Informative lectures, talks and entertainment in theatre.
• Complimentary access to wellness area: fitness room, sauna and heated pool.
• Complimentary Unlimited Wi-Fi.
• Complimentary 24-hour room service.
• Onboard gratuities, port taxes and national park entry fees.
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Day 1: 11 October 2022 Cairns
We join our luxury expedition ship Le Soleal to begin our
cruise in Cairns. Washed by the Coral Sea, the harbour
town of Cairns is located on Australia’s north-east coast.
The seafront esplanade is a popular place for locals
and visitors to walk, swim and picnic under the shade of
swaying palm trees. The hills surrounding Cairns form
the gateway to the Queensland Rainforests, proclaimed
a UNESCO World Heritage site for their fauna and flora
from the Gondwana era.
Day 2: 12 October 2022 At sea
Day 3: 13 October 2022 Alotau
Alotau became the provincial capital of Milne Bay in
1969 and today has a population of approximately
16,000. It serves as our port of entry into Papua New
Guinea. Missionaries, miners, pearlers, Japanese and
American warships have all contributed to the History
of Milne Bay. Perhaps the most significant history
surrounds the Battle of Milne Bay. It was here that the
invading Japanese army suffered their first land defeat
in the Pacific War in 1942. A memorial park at the battle
site commemorates the event. The local people are
warm and welcoming resulting in one of the most
relaxed, secure and easy-going towns in Papua New
Guinea. Join our expedition team for a tour taking in the
town markets and WWII memorials.
Day 4: 14 October 2022 Fergusson Island
Fergusson is the largest island in the D’Entrecasteaux
archipelago. Situated to the east of Papua New Guinea,
the latter was discovered in the late 18th century by
the French navigator Antoine Bruny d’Entrecasteaux.
Fergusson’s terrain is very mountainous, with the
highest peak reaching some 2,000 metres in altitude.
At the heart of this island, a tropical rainforest is home to
a rich and varied flora as well as beautiful bird species,
including parrots and birds of paradise. In the south,
the smoke and geysers of the Dei Dei hot springs are a
magical sight.
Day 5: 14 October 2022 Dobu Island
Dobu Island is one of the 5 islands in the
D’Entrecasteaux archipelago to the east of Papua New

Guinea. It is home to several bird species, including the
white cockatoo and the curl-crested manucode. The
local tribes are very attached to their ancestral traditions
and theirs is a matrilineal social system, dominated by
maternal lineage. The Dobu Islanders are also known for
practising magic rituals and witchcraft. Their language
is spoken on most of the islands in the D’Entrecasteaux
archipelago.
Day 6: 15 October 2022 Trobriand Islands
The Trobriand Islands remain one of the most culturally
intact places in the Pacific. Their unique social system is
dominated by hereditary chiefs who wield tremendous
power, although inheritances and lines of power are
matrilineal. The Trobriands are often referred to as the
‘islands of love’. A reference to the customs and sexual
practices of the islanders during the Yam harvesting
festival of Milamala. Dance and celebration continue to
play an important role in society with the rhythm of the
dances retaining their sensuality, despite the best efforts
of missionaries. Today we will be welcomed ashore to
watch an energetic cultural performance, after which we
can walk to the village or swim and snorkel in the clear
warm waters.
Day 7: 16 October 2022 Kiriwina Island
Kiriwina is the largest of the Trobriand Islands and
is home to the district capital Losuia. It is a picture
postcard island surrounded by turquoise warm tropical
waters home to coral reefs teeming with life. Like
the rest of the Trobriand Islands, culture and tradition
remain strong. Central to Trobriand culture is Kula, a
traditional exchange system that spans more than 18
island communities. All Kula valuables are non-use items
traded purely for purposes of enhancing one’s social
status and prestige. The exchanges establish strong,
lifelong relationships between the exchange parties. We
will be welcomed ashore with a ceremony and cultural
performances followed by the opportunity to witness
traditional village life.
Day 8: 17 October 2022 At sea
Day 9: 18 October 2022 Ghizo Island
Gizo is situated on Ghizo Island and is the second

largest town in the Solomon Islands, after the capital,
Honiara. The people of the Western Province are
regarded as amongst the most skilled carvers in the
world. They produce carvings from various woods
including ebony and rosewood. These amazingly
intricate carvings can take months to make and
accordingly command a high price. There are plenty
of opportunities for world class snorkelling, diving
and underwater photography throughout the Western
province and the Islands around Ghizo are considered
among the most popular. We will have the opportunity to
visit the traditional markets of Gizo.
Day 10: 18 October 2022 Njari Island
There are plenty of opportunities for world class
snorkelling, diving and underwater photography
throughout the Solomon Islands with sites in the
Western and Central Provinces considered among the
most popular. The underwater realm is home to more
than 1000 species of reef fish, along with dolphins,
rays, sharks, and six of the world’s seven species of
marine turtles. Almost 500 species of corals have been
identified amongst the 5,750km2 of reefs found in the
Solomon Islands. Njari Island is an uninhabited picture
postcard island located 15nm from the town of Gizo.
Enjoy swimming and snorkelling from its idyllic shores.
Day 11: 19 October 2022 Roderick Bay, Florida Islands
Part of the Florida Islands, Roderick bay is surrounded
by beautiful white sand beaches and fringing coral
reefs. These clear warm tropical waters give rise to a
myriad of colourful corals only metres from the shore.
To add to this stunning environment, nosed up onto a
nearby beach, listing heavily to its starboard side is the
wreck of the World Discoverer; an expedition cruise ship
beached here in 2001 after striking a charted rock at the
Northern entrance to Sandfly Passage. Venture ashore
for a welcome ceremony, take a walk through the village
or snorkel around the wreck to witness the marine
environment attempting to reclaim this invader.
Day 12: 20 October 2022 Malaita Island
Malaita is the largest and most populous island of

the Solomon Islands, with an estimated population
of 140,000, more than a third of the entire national
population. Bride price is a tradition unique to Malaitans
within the Solomon Islands. The groom’s parents
present customary shell-money and food to the bride’s
parents. Previously the money was also manufactured
on Makira and Guadalcanal. It is still produced on
Malaita, but much is inherited, from father to son, and
the old traditional strings are now rare. Malaitans are
also famous for their music and sacred dances often
associated with rituals. We will be welcomed ashore with
a ceremony and cultural performances followed by the
opportunity to witness traditional village life.
Day 13: 21 October 2022 Honiara, Guadalcanal Island
Honiara is the capital city of The Solomon Islands,
administered as a provincial town on the north-western
coast of Guadalcanal Island. Honiara comes from the
local Ghari Language “naho-ni-ara” meaning ‘facing
the ara’, the place where the southeast winds meet the
land. Discover this city, its beautiful landscape, and the
significant role it played in World War II. Particularly The
Battle of Henderson Field, the last of the three major
land offensives conducted by the Japanese in 1942.
Day 14: 22 October 2022 At sea
Day 15 & 16: 23 October 2022 24 October 2022
Bougainville
The Autonomous Region of Bougainville, formerly
known as the North Solomons Province, has been
known for its picture–perfect beaches and bays since
French explorer Louis-Antoine de Bougainville first
sighted the island and gave it its name in 1768. The
region played a significant role in the Pacific theatre
of war during WWII. With 685 km of coastline and
240,000ha of coral reefs teeming with life there are
many destinations awaiting discovery.
Day 17: 25 October 2022 Rabaul, Bismarck
Archipelago
Set at the eastern end of the island of New Britain, the
tropical port town of Rabaul has always been famous

for its spectacular setting. Nestled beside Simpson
Harbour, the township is surrounded by six volcanoes,
one of which, Mt Tavurvur, is still active today. The most
recent major volcanic eruption was in September 1994
when Tavurvur and Vulcan covered much of Rabaul and
surrounding villages with volcanic ash. This eruption saw
the growth of the nearby coastal town of Kokopo which
has now become the administrative and tourism centre
for Rabaul. Join our expedition team for a tour by local
transport to see Mt Tavurvur, the Volcano Observatory
and various significant sites from WW1 and WW2.
Day 18: 26 October 2022 At sea
Day 19: 27 October 2022 Madang
Madang Township was once known as the “prettiest
town in the South Pacific”. Its peninsula setting is a
show-place of parks, waterways, luxuriant shade trees
and sparkling tropical islands. You may wish to take
the opportunity to cruise Madang’s harbour, which
some consider a “must-do”. Madang is a scuba diver’s
paradise, home to the world famous dive site known as
the “Magic Passage”. The diverse geographical nature
of Madang province is reflected in the 170 different
languages that are spoken. Today, we will be treated to
a number of cultural performances showcasing the local
customs, costume and dance of the coastal, midland
and highland communities.
Day 20: 28 October 2022 Tami Islands
The Tami Islands (Kalal, Wanam & Idjan) are a small
group of uplifted coral atolls, with two main villages on
the two larger islands and many smaller reefs and cays.
In the centre is a beautiful, crystal clear blue lagoon with
abundant marine life and stunning coral formations. The
islands, located in Morobe Province not far from the
town of Finschaffen are seldom-visited. Tami Islanders
are renowned artisans and are most famous for their
intricately decorated bowls.

Day 21: 29 October 2022 Tufi
Often described as the “Scandinavia of the tropics”. The
spectacular Tufi “fiords” plunge over 90 metres deep
and rise over 150 metres vertically above the water
making for a spectacular backdrop. The traditional way
of life plays an important role amongst the villagers
with many living in isolated areas along the coast of
Cape Nelson and on the slopes of Mount Trafalgar. The
area is known for its production of tapa cloth, made
from the bark of the paper mulberry tree and skilfully
decorated. Guests will travel into the ancient mangrove
forests of the Fiords to witness one of the most colourful
traditional performances in all of Papua New Guinea.
There is also the opportunity to swim and snorkel in the
clear waters of Kamoa Beach.
Day 22: 30 October 2022 Samarai Island
The Samarai islands are located in the China Strait off
the south-eastern tip of New Guinea. In its colonial
heyday it was said to be one of the most beautiful
places in the Pacific. The island was declared a National
Historical Heritage Island by the government of Papua
New Guinea in 2006. Just 3km west of Samarai, Kwato
Island was once an educational center and home to a
thriving boat building industry. Following the old treelined road to the top of the island reveals a stonewalled
church that was built in 1937 and remains a testimony to
the missionaries of a bygone era. Join our expedition
team for a guided walk on Samarai and Kwato Islands.
We also will enjoy swimming and snorkelling on nearby
Deka Deka island.
Day 23: 31 October 2022 At sea
Day 24: 1 November 2022 Cairns
La Soeal arrives in Cairns and our cruise comes to an
end.

t
r
o
c
s
E
r
u
o
T
r
u
o
Y
Our lecturer on the cruise will be Colonel Robert Likeman (Retd) who
is a well-known military historian and speaker. He is the author of
eight books of biography and military history, and numerous other
publications, and lectures regularly on military history topics. Robert
was educated at Oxford University and came to Australia in 1972.
He worked as a doctor for eight years in Papua New Guinea and
Vanuatu, and served in the Australian Army for 24 years. His last
posting was as Director of Army Health in Canberra.
Robert has escorted previous Zeppelin tours to Gallipoli, to the
Western Front, and to Israel for the anniversary of the famous
charge of the Light Horse at Beersheba. He is an interesting and
knowledgable speaker, and we look forward to his presentations on
the cruise.

Deluxe
Stateroom

Prestige
Stateroom

PONANT Repatriation COVID
Insurance - $45pp

Covers medical fees and repatriation
back home in case of COVID-19^.

COST (per person, twin share) INCLUDING GRATUITIES
Deluxe Stateroom 				$15,607.00
Prestige Stateroom Deck 4 		

$17,210.00

Prestige Stateroom Deck 5 		

$18,006.00

Prestige Stateroom Deck 7 		

$18,966.00

The policy will be provided with your travel
documents and only covers the Ponant cruise.

EXCLUSIONS
• Meals and beverages not mentioned
• Excursions/sightseeing and entrance fees
not mentioned in itinerary
• Personal expenses, onboard medical
consultations and drug prescriptions
• Travel Insurance (Strongly recommended,
please call for a quote)
The Professional Centre, Suite 1, 189 Ashmore Road, Benowa

Phone: (07) 555 79 888 |

Email: info@zt.com.au

Freecall: 1300 786 888

www.zt.com.au
Terms and conditions apply. ^ Please note that this policy only covers evacuation and luggage repatriation and does not replace the need for regular travel insurance.

